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U. N. T. .

. « « after ten years of peacetime effort

o=

It is now ten years since the UN.T.D. programme
entered on its peacetime life. This would seem,an appropri-
ate moment to review the undertaking and to restate its
purposes. 20

The UN.T.D. programme was devised during the war
by Professor A. W. Baker (later Captain (SB) RCN (R)
of the Ontario Agricultural College to ensure that the
Navy would have its fair share of University men. At the
same time it permitted students in certain faculties to con-
tinue their studies during the academic months and to
serve afloat during the summer. All were dressed as sea-
men and served on the lower deck unless they acquired a
commission. Through the programme many hundreds of
young Canadians came to the Navy to do their part in
winning the war.

During the 1945-46 academic vyear considerable
thought was given at Naval Headquarters to the future
of the UN.T.Ds and it was decided to continue them.
Not the least of the factors which influenced this decision
was the resolution passed by the 1946 National Conference
of Canadian Universities that they should support the armed
forces on the campus to a much greater degree than before
the War. But the most cogent argument was the strategic
necessity, in the light of new weapons and techniques, to
mobilize quickly and to fight from the beginning. No
longer would time and space protect us for vyears while
we slowly pathered our strength. Thus, an active, well-
trained, up-to-date reserve was a nationzl necessity. To such
a reserve the UN.T.D.s could make a significant con-
tribution — intelligent young men with time to be trained
and, in certain fields, the essential technical background
which only a university could provide, should develop
into first class officers.

For two years the UN.T.D's continued to drill in
the Divisions and to train at the Coasts dressed as seamen.
There are a number of reasons for believing that groups
of officers are best trained in an officer’s atmosphere., A
paper setting forth these reasons and sketching a UNTD
programme in which the candidates would be cadets was
presented and approved early in 1948, Since then all
UNTD's have been Cadets in their various branches for
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their time in the programme, Cadet Uniforms, gunrooms,
special conditions of training — all have stemmed from
that beginning.

The old motto of chivalry NOBLESSE OBLIGE ap-
plies with much truth to the UNTD'. They have had the
special advantage of higher education and training in both
the Univeristy and the Navy, They have therefore the
special obligation of using their knowledge in the service
of their fellow-Canadians. In civil life they will occupy
positions of responsibility and influence to which they can
bring a reasoned appreciation of what sea-power means
to this country. They should not fail to continue whether in
the Active Reserve or on the Retired List to keep abreast
of Naval and Maritime developments and to give leader-
ship to their Communities in these fields. In the naval pro-
fession they should be adaptable and broad-minded as a
result of their university years and able to enrich the
Service through their interests and friends.

Ten vears ago the letters “"UNTD” were a meaning-
less jumble to all but an esoteric few; now they stand for
a distinctly Canadian organization which has become well
known from St. John's to Victoria both in naval circles
and in civilian life. 1t should be the task of all in the move-
ment to make it even better and more favourably known.

In conclusion I would sum up the aims of the U.N.T.D.
programme as:

(1) To provide a continuing flow of well-trained officers
1o the Active List of the RCN(R).

(2) To provide a number of officers for the R.C.N.

{3) To maintain on the Retired List of the RCN(R) a
group of officers who will come onto the Active
List or who will take naval training whenever circum-
stances permit and who will always be available in
an emergency.

{4) As civilians to act as interpreters of sea-power and
of the RCN to the people of Canada.

{51  As naval officers to maintain a high standard of cul-
wiral and mental development and to encourage this
in the Service.

C. H. Little

Instructor Commander
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Fore word

The White Twist 1956 marks the re-establishment of our UNTD
annual magazine after suspension in 1954, In order not to interfere with
the summer training program, a new method of editing and publishing
was adopted:- one home Division will be résponsible for the publication
cach year, with the summer periods being used primarily for the collec-
tion of editorial material, photos, and subscriptions.

This edition was undertaken by the Cadets of the University of
British Celumbia, connected with HMCS "Discovery”, Vancouver, B.C.
The White Twist 1957, at present in the early stages of organization, is
the responsibility of Cadets of the University of Manitoba, a tender of
HMCS Chippawa at Winnipeg.

There have been many obstacles Lo overcome and lessons to learn
during the reorganization; no doubt the future will bring more. The im-
portant thing is that The White Twist has resumed publication. It was
difficult to explain to many of the newer Cadets the scope and aim of the
White Twist, since they had not seen any of the earlier editions. And so
the initial response was slow, but the effort was fruitful finally, and the
result is now in your hands. Please be tolerant!

It is a wonderful thing to be able to look back over one’s years of
Cadet training with the UNTD, and recall with a smile the many in-
stances that were entertaining, amusing, disappointing, disheartening . . .
but always encouraging. During training we had the priceless opportunity
to make acquaintances and good friends, to learn under officers of high
calibre and higher ideals. Back at home and at university and college
again, we have been able to develop these acquaintances and cement the
friendships. :

This atomic age has not diminished the importance of the great
oceans and man’s ability to use them. Tactics of war are changing, but
the sea is eternal. Today, as in the past, freedom of the seas is vital to
Canada’s security and prosperity.

In the event of hostilities, our training as junior officers will enable
us to take our places quickly and smoothly, as many of our fathers did a
few vears ago; together, as a team, we shall cherish our traditions and
discharge our duty as is expected of us.

Dum Vivimus Yivamus
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