In Memoriam
BIDWELL, Robert Edward Grafton (1932 - 2017) Age: 84
UNTD CATARAQUI(RMC) 1950 RMC 3193 U-6375

BIDWELL Dr. Robert Edward Bidwell, MD, died peacefully in his home on the afternoon
of February 21, 2017. He was with friends and family, and the beloved family
Newfoundland, Tess, when he passed. Robert was born in Nova Scotia, Canada, in
1932, to mother, Mary Grafton and his father, Rear Admiral Roger Edward Shelton
Bidwell of the Royal Canadian Navy. Robert Bidwell embodied the definition of a good
man. He was faithful, honest, hard working and devoted to his family. Despite a life of
physical disability, he always managed to not only find the positive in life, but also
managed to lend that positive spirit to all who met him. It was community, friends, family and love that
mattered to Robert most, not possessions. After serving honorably in the Royal Canadian Navy himself,
he immigrated to the United States in 1958 and soon chose his lifelong career path as a doctor of
psychiatric medicine at St. Luke’s and Charter Hospitals in Kansas City. Upon retiring, Robert spent his
final years at the place he loved most, his home, Martingrove Farm in Shawnee, Kan., where he was
surrounded by his favorite pets, Newfoundland dogs, which have been an ever present source of joy in
the Bidwell household since the 1980’s. Robert is survived by his devoted wife, Suzanne Bidwell. He is
also survived by sister, Gillian Rose, brother, Roger Grafton Bidwell, as well as sons, Christopher,
Andrew, Jonathan, his daughter, Molly and grandson, Eliot. The family is respectfully requesting no gifts
or flowers. Over his life, Robert was a generous donor to the following organizations: The Mayo Clinic,
St. Luke’s Hospital, The Newfoundland Club of America Health Challenge and The Heart of America
Newfoundland Club Rescue. Any contributions to these organizations made in honor of his memory
would be appreciated. A private memorial gathering will be held for Robert at his home. Online
condolences at www.amosfamily.com The Amos Family Funeral Home, Crematory, Chapels. 913-6315566 amosfamily.com
Published in Kansas City Star on Feb. 23, 2017
Robert had 2 UNTD summers; 1951 & 1952 and it appears he left RMC after 2 years to enter the RCN
full time.
He was promoted to MID RCN, sen. 1 Sep'52, O-6409, attached to ONTARIO. SLT in 1954, LT in 1956
and retired as such in 1958.
His father was RADM Roger Bidwell, who was FOAC while Robert was at RMC. Robert left for the US in
the year that his father retired.
Robert's grandfather, Edward Bidwell, as Anglican Bishop of Ontario (Kingston area), dedicated the
RMC Memorial Arch in 1924.

WAC
December 10, 2017

BIDWELL, Robert Edward Grafton (1932 - 2017) Age: 84

Page 1 of 1

