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Commandant NRTC

In retrospect the 1981 summer training period was one of successes and
failures, satisfaction and disappointment, as always. Plagued by staff
shortages in all areas T do however believe that eventually a worthwhile
training season was put together, and that we all "accomplished our mission”.
A patchwork it was, but it did get you all to sea, which in my view was the
overriding consideration.

I certainly had mixed views initially on the split Gunroom, but both
emerged as lively centres and again on balance appeared successful.

A1]1 the above speaks well of the trainees themselves. Despite the
problems you accepted the changes, the disappointments and inevitable
hiccoughs and got on with it with spirit and cheerfulness - and for that
I both thank and congratulate you all.

Changes we have seen this year, but without change stagnation occurs,
and I am content that the changes were for the better. We have made progress
in all areas, and this is as it should be. We come ever closer to matching
the standards of the Regular Force, and in today's concept of Fleet augmen-—
tation by the Reserve Force, this becomes of greater importance as we move
deeper into the 1980's. The world situation demands an awareness of the
awesome possibilities that confront all nations, and particularly the gener-
ation of young people that you represent. By your presence in the Naval
Reserve, and here at NRTC, you have demonstrated your readiness to accept
the challenges of the 80's; and to take your part in shaping the future of
Canada and of the Armed Services.

The new role of Naval Control of Shipping Operators, which includes
females at sea in tenders, I see as a significant step forward in utilizing
all our available personnel resources and a recognition of the place that
young ladies can take in support of Maritime Operations.

I sincerely hope you have enjoyed the summer of 1981, found your
training of value both in professional and personal terms, made new and
lasting friendships and almost above all had some fun and good times in
the process.

I look forward to meeting you all again in the future in whatever rcle;
be it further training, gaining experience in the Reserve Force or as a
citizen of our country.

Good fortune to you all. n
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