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NOVEMBER's HEROES
This month we are highlighting the actions of one of the first Charioteers, these were a type of "human
torpedo" (read more here.) We are reminded that death could find you beyond the battlefield ...
Honours
Lieutenant Charles Ernest Bonnell, from Toronto, was working as an advertising agent when he enlisted
at the Toronto Division RCNVR on 27 Sep 1939. Lieutenant Bonnell was awarded the Distinguished
Service Cross for actions on 3 Nov 1941 when his Motor Torpedo Boat (218) sank a merchant ship off
Boulogne. The citation reads, "for courage and skill when an enemy convoy was attacked by our light
coastal forces". Lieutenant Bonnell would later be selected for the British two-man chariot program. He
was one of two Canadians (both RCNVR) to be selected for this unit of 24 officers and 31 men. Qualified as
a diver and on chariots, Lieutenant Bonnell died on 8 Jan 1943 during Operation Principle. Three chariots
were allocated to HM Sub 311 and were scheduled to attack the Italian heavy cruisers Gorizia and Trieste.
HM Sub 311 was sunk by a mine in the Straits of Bonifacio. Eleven Charioteers died in this operation,
Lieutenant Bonnell was 33 years old.
Canadian Virtual War Memorial page for Lt(N) Bonnell
The Invasion of North Africa and the sinking of the MV Ettrick
Naval Commandos from HMS Quebec - a combined operations unit based in Inversary Castle on Loch
Fyne, Scotland, - had participated in the landing of Allied troops in North Africa during Operation Torch (814 Nov 1942). This was the largest Combined Operation attempted by the Allies to this point in the war.

One RCNVR sailor, a veteran of the Dieppe Raid, Able Seaman Stanley Owen (Toronto Division RCNVR), died
of wounds during the landings. After the landings, Allied forces embarked on troopships - including the
ship MV Ettrick - to return to their home bases in the UK and Scotland. The MV Ettrick was an 11,279-ton
passenger ship completed in 1938 for P. & O. Steam Navigation Company and converted into a troop
transport. On 15 November 1942, she was sunk by U-155 about 120 miles northwest of Gibraltar. Of the 336
passengers and crew on board, 24 were killed, including eight Canadian naval commandos from HMS
Quebec. They were:
- Able Seaman Beaton (18), Halifax Division RCNVR
- Able Seaman Carr (19), London Division RCNVR
- Leading Stoker Fuller (22), London Division RCNVR
- Ordinary Seaman Guthrie (20), London Division RCNVR
- Leading Seaman Oribine (21), Windsor Division RCNVR
- Leading Stoker Rosie (26), Regina Division RCNVR
- Able Seaman Ruffo (20), Ottawa Division RCNVR
- Leading Stoker Slauenwhite (26), Halifax Division RCNVR
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